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Richard Luverne Hand

Dec. 11, 1926, to Jan. 1, 2004 
 
      Richard Luverne Hand, 77, of Springdale, Ark., formerly of Collins, died on 
Thursday, Jan. 1, at the Northwest Medical Center in Springdale, Ark.  

      He was born Dec. 11, 1926, in Collins to Fay E. and Florence (Bates) Hand. He was a 
1944 graduate of Collins High School and received a BA degree from Drake University 
in 1950. He was a veteran of World War II serving in the South Pacific with the Navy. 
He married Avis Irene Butler on Aug. 21, 1948, in Ft. Madison. After graduating from 
Drake University, he taught junior high school in the Gowrie and Bellevue Schools in 
Iowa. After this, he worked at Bendix Aviation for four years in Davenport and then 
moved to the West Coast to get into the aerospace industry. He worked for 18 months for 
Burton Manufacturing Company in Santa Monica, Calif., and then left for a position with 
North American Aviation in Downey, Calif., working for 29 years before retiring in 
1987. He was classified as an engineer and member of the technical staff. His specialty 
was in the technical writing field. He was a member of the Lacona Christian Church of 
Lacona and a life member of Post 2952 Veteran's of Foreign Wars in Springdale, Ark. He 
was also a member of Freland-Carver Post #81 of Collins. He enjoyed gardening, 
traveling and fishing.

      Survivors include his wife Avis Irene Hand of Springdale, Ark.; a son, Robert Hand 
of Anaheim, Calif.; two daughters, Renita Secrist of Evanston, Wyo., and Rhonda 
Vasquez of Grand Rapids, Mich.; seven grandchildren; two brothers, Howard Hand of 
Maxwell and Bill Hand of Hampton; and a sister, Donna Jones of Cedar Rapids.

      He is preceded in death by his parents, five brothers, Teddy, Delane, Dale, Russell 
and Ronald Hand; and a sister, Dorothy Thornton.

      Funeral services were held Tuesday, Jan. 6, at Chet Ryan Mortuary in Nevada with 
Pastor Scott Jones officiating. Military rites were conducted by the Freland-Carver 
American Legion Post #81 of Collins at the Evergreen Cemetery in Collins immediately 
following the service. A memorial fund has been established. Arrangements were 
entrusted to Chet Ryan Mortuary in Nevada.
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